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Guided Notes:  Copyrights Basics 

 Name: 

1. What revolutionary technology, invented hundreds of years ago, made it 
necessary to develop copyright laws?  Be sure to explain WHY  

 

 

 

 

2. Unauthorized means without permission.  (a) How many years did the first 

copyright laws grant creators legal protections?  (b) How many years could this 

be extended? 
a.   

 

b.  

 

3. What are copyright laws meant to encourage? 

 

 

 

 

 

4. What did the founders of the United States do about copyrights when they wrote 

the U.S. Constitution?  (Please summarize -- you do not need to quote the actual 
words the founders wrote -- what do they mean?)  
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5. What 2 things does the U.S. Constitution give creators (very short answers)? 
a.  

 

b.  

 

6. Copyright laws were created for print media.  How has technology changed what 
copyrights protect today? 

 

 

 

7. What is a "derivative"? 

 

 

8. What are "infringements"? 

 

 

9. What does copyrights NOT protect (2 situations)? 
a.  

 

b.   

 

10. What is "fair use"?  NOTE:  General answer is fine -- there will be another video 

about fair use) 
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